
   

Explorers Believe, Explorers Achieve!  Page 1 of 13 

   
 

 

 
May 7, 2018 
Volume 3, Issue 8 

 

Maralee Clark, Principal 
Stacey Enty, Assistant Principal 

Samantha Maile, Assistant Principal 
 

9435 Lyons Mill Road, Owings Mills, MD 21117 
443-809-1719 main office 

443-809-1720 fax 
443-809-6758 nurse 
lyonsmilles.bcps.org 

  
Follow us on Twitter @LyonsMill        Like us on Facebook: Lyons Mill 
 

    
Dear Lyons Mill Families,    
We hope you will help us celebrate all of our fabulous staff 
members during TEACHER APPRECIATION WEEK starting on 
Monday, May 7th. We will be thanking all of our staff 
members during the week so please take a few minutes to 
send in a note of appreciation to your child’s teachers.  
Thank you to our PTA members who are making our Beach 
Week theme extra special this year. 

The Partnership of Assessment for Readiness of College and 
Careers (PARCC) testing began on Wednesday, May 2nd. 
Grade 3, 4 & 5 students will be taking these mandatory 
assessments during the month of May. 
 
May is a very busy month featuring our very first Talent 
Show, Spring Concert, Art Show, Book Fair, Sports Days, 
Kindergarten Round-Up and MAP testing. 
 
The official last day of school is Friday, June 15th with 
Thursday and Friday, June 14th and 15th, being 3 hour early 
dismissal days for elementary and middle schools. 
 
Wishing everyone a strong finish to the end of the year! 
Explorers Believe, Explorers Achieve! 
Mrs. Maralee Clark, Principal 
 

 

Upcoming Events 
May 2 – May 22 
PARCC Testing Grades 3, 4 & 5 
 

May 8 
6:00-8:00 pm 
NEHS Talent Show 
 

May 18 
Kindergarten Round Up 
Sports Day-Grade 2, 1:00-3:00 p.m. 
 

May 21 – May 31 
MAP Testing Window at LMES for 
Grades K, 1, 2 
 

May 22 
Art Show 4:00-6:00 p.m. 
Scholastic Book Fair Night 4:15-6:30 pm 
Spring Concert 6:30-8:00 pm 
 

May 28 
Schools Closed for Memorial Day 
 

May 30 
Sports Day-Kindergarten  
9:00-11:00 am 
Sports Day-Grade 4 
1:00-3:00 pm 
 

June 1 
Sports Day & End of Year Activities for  
Grade 5  
9:00 am-3:00 pm 
 

June 4 
Sports Day-Grade 1  
9:00-11:00 a.m. 
Sports Day-Grade 3  
9:00 am-3:00 pm 
 

 

http://woodholmees.bcps.org/
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Congratulations Mr. Penn! 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 

 
Our very own Mr. Brendan Penn is the 2018 Teacher of the Year 
for Baltimore County Public Schools. The ceremony took place on 
Wednesday, April 25th. Please click on the link below to read the 
full press release: 
http://www.bcps.org/news/articles/article9897.html 
Here is an excerpt: 

Lyons Mill Elementary School educator Brendan Penn named  

2018-19 BCPS Teacher of the Year 

TOWSON – Good teachers build positive relationships with their students. That 

was one of the take away messages from Wilson Smith’s introduction of his Grade 3 

teacher, Brendan Penn. At the time of his introduction, neither Smith nor Penn 

knew that, later that evening, the Lyons Mill Elementary School teacher would be 

named 2018-2019 Baltimore County Public Schools Teacher of the Year.  
 

Smith was simply sharing what makes Penn so special in his view. He likened Penn 

to Mr. Feeny, the kind, polite, patient teacher on the television show Boy Meets 

World, which aired its last new episode 18 years ago. Smith said that Penn was 

someone he could talk to and be honest with, someone who encouraged all students 

to believe in themselves and to be leaders.  
 

“Mr. Penn is serious, but he can also be funny,” Smith said. “He makes up songs to 

help us remember multiplication facts and a dance to help us remember the 

difference between columns and rows.”  
 

BCPS Interim Superintendent Verletta White named Penn as Teacher of the Year 

during an April 25 awards ceremony held at George Washington Carver Center for 

Arts and Technology in Towson.  
 

“Brendan Penn brings expertise, commitment, and creativity to his work every 

day," White said. “He exemplifies the leaders we have in classrooms across the 

county who inspire and challenge our students to new levels of academic 

achievement."  
 

As Baltimore County's latest Teacher of the Year, Penn will represent Team BCPS 

and compete for the honor of Maryland State Teacher of the Year. He will appear 

across multiple venues to champion the teaching profession as well as what it 

means to be an educator in BCPS.  

 

Check out the latest episode of On the Move with Josie! Student 
Board of Education member Josie visited @LyonsMill's Engineering 
Squad. The students in @LMESRobotics are fantastic! Watch the full 
episode here: https://vimeo.com/266745205 

 

   School Hours 
 School hours 8:30 a.m.- 3:30 

p.m.  Students may enter the 

building at 8:30 a.m. 

 Arrival 8:30 a.m. to 8:45 a.m. 

 There is no supervision for 

any child dropped off before 

8:30 a.m.  Unsupervised 

students are not permitted 

on school grounds prior to 

8:30 a.m.  Students must 

arrive in their classrooms 

before the 8:45 a.m. bell. 

 Homeroom begins at 8:45 a.m. 

 Dismissal 3:15 p.m. to 3:30 p.m. 

 

Office Hours 
 Office hours 8:15 a.m.- 4:15 p.m. 

 

 If your child arrives to school 

late or leaves school early for 

any reason, please report to 

the main office to meet 

him/her and not to the 

classroom.  Parents are 

required to sign students 

in/out in the main office. 
 

 If your child forgets materials 

necessary for the school day, 

these should be dropped off 

in the office.  Please make 

sure items are clearly marked 

with your child’s name. 
 

 

 

 

http://www.bcps.org/news/articles/article9897.html
https://twitter.com/LyonsMill
https://twitter.com/LMESRobotics
https://vimeo.com/266745205
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From Lyons Mill to Louisville! 
Lyons Mill Elementary team makes first trip to worlds 

This article appeared in today’s TEAM BCPS newsletter. 
Grade 5 students Zohra and Kelsey experienced their first VEX 
Robotics World Championships. They learned so much. Their 
classmates cheered them on. 
 

Editor's Note: Just four days after being named 2018-19 Baltimore County Public Schools 

Teacher of the Year, Lyons Mill Elementary's Brendan Penn accompanied his school's 

VEX Robotics Team to the World Championships in Louisville, Ky. 

The team consisted of two Grade 5 students: Zohra and Kelsey. It was the first time a 

Lyons Mill Elementary team had qualified for the World Championships. Thanks to a live 

stream, their classmates were able to follow along on their journey. 

And now, thanks to Mr. Penn, you can too. He filed this blog post highlighting the 

accomplishments of the team in Louisville. The Lyons Mill squad was one of 14 teams 

from BCPS that took part in the VEX Robotics World Championships, including a 

Hereford High squad that placed fifth in the world!  
 

LOUISVILLE, KY. -- Team 3131E (the "E" stands for Explorers), from the 
Lyons Mill Engineering Squad, qualified for the 2018 VEX Robotics 
World Championships by winning the Design award at the Maryland 
State Championships at Owings Mills High School. 
 

Grade 5 students Zohra and Kelsey took their first plane ride and arrived in Louisville unsure of what to 
expect, but unafraid of what adventures were ahead. 
 

The elementary VEX IQ tournament was divided into five divisions, each named after a NASA space 
mission. Team 3131E competed in the Cassini division, the first space exploration craft to reach and 
photograph the planet Saturn. The division names were certainly appropriate because the students and 
robots were out of this world! 
 

Upon arrival to the Kentucky Exposition Center, it was clearly evident that this event was a worldwide 
competition. During the Opening Ceremony and Parade of Nations, 46 countries were represented and 
1,386 teams competed, an official Guinness Book of World Records feat for a competitive robotics 
tournament. 
 

Collaborating with their alliance partner to score the most points, Team 3131E was paired with teams 
from all over the country and world, including teams from Virginia, California, Georgia, Texas, and Spain. 
While they weren't competing, Kelsey and Zohra were able to visit different team pit areas and collect 
swag, and take photos with, student engineers from China, Bahrain, Estonia, South Korea, and Malaysia. 
This was a tremendous opportunity for all BCPS students who participated, including the team from 
Sparks Elementary. 
 

A truly unforgettable experience for two girls with big dreams. The VEX World Championships is 
reserved for the best and the brightest; an invitation only extended to students who earned their way by 
committing countless hours to the design and construction of their robot, and countless more hours 
practicing and perfecting their strategy to score the most points. 
 

Do not go where the path may lead go instead where there is not path and leave a trail. -- Ralph 
Waldo Emerson 
 
Team 3131E participants are courageous trailblazers who forged an unknown path and illuminated the 
possibilities of competitive robots to their entire school of 770 students. They now realize how far hard 
work can take them. Back at Lyons Mill Elementary, teachers reported that our students were buzzing 
with excitement; dreaming that they could one day compete on the world stage. Kelsey and Zohra 
embody the true definition of an explorer! 

http://www.bcps.org/news/articles/article9911.html
http://www.bcps.org/news/articles/article9911.html
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Nurse’s Notes  
Asthma & Allergy Awareness 

 Asthma and allergy season are fast approaching. Allergic disease is 
the leading cause of missed school days for children. If you or 
your child suffer from allergies, you know the symptoms: 
coughing, sneezing, itchy eyes, runny nose, and scratchy throat. 
Common allergens and irritants found in and around the home are 
pollen, dust mites, mold, insect droppings, pet dander, and 
secondhand smoke. Exposure to these allergens can even bring 
about a serious asthma attack. 

 
 During an asthma attack, airways become narrowed and breathing 
can become extremely difficult. Other asthma triggers include: 
respiratory infections, pollen (trees, grasses, weeds) air pollution, 
food, allergies, cleaning products, perfumes, exercise, and cold air 
exposure.  Common asthma symptoms include wheezing, 
shortness of breath, chest tightness, and coughing. Asthma cannot 
be cured but it can be controlled. 

 
 Other tips to help prevent asthma and allergy symptoms/attacks: 
Clear your home of allergy/asthma triggers; choose not to smoke; 
keep bed linens clean; keep pets out of the bedrooms; clean up the 
mold and get rid of excess moisture; fix leaky plumbing; limit use 
of pesticide sprays; dust and vacuum regularly; and use air 
conditioning when possible. 

 
Additional Spring Safety Tips 

 Make outdoor time a safe time – wear a helmet when riding 
bikes, skateboards, and scooters. Knee pads and elbow pads 
are easy to wear and add more protection.    

 Poison Ivy, Oak, and Sumac contain oil causing an allergic skin 
reaction that looks like swollen itchy red bumps and blisters 
appearing wherever the oil has touched the skin.  Check the 
areas around your home and teach your kids to recognize and 
avoid it.  

 Stinging insects are back – If you are stung, remove the stinger 
as soon as possible with a scraping motion. Wash with soap 
and water and apply a cold compress. If you are having trouble 
breathing, have severe swelling or fainting occurs, call 911 or 
an emergency number right away. 

 Ticks are already a problem in our area – use tweezers or 
fingers to grasp as close to the head as possible and pull the 
tick away from where it is attached. Call the pediatrician for 
symptoms of a rash or fever. 

 
If your child requires an inhaler in school, please contact our 
school nurse for the paperwork needed.  
 

Robynn Segall, RN 
rsegall@bcps.org 
 443-809-6758 

Are You Moving? 
 

If you have moved, please make 
sure you notify us immediately. 
If you do not notify us 
within 15 days of moving 
then you are considered to 
be fraudulently enrolled.  
 
It is important for the school to 
have the most up-to-date 
information concerning your 
children in the event of an 
emergency. Even if you switch 
apartments in the same 
development, you must re-
register. Any changes to email 
addresses or phone numbers 
need to be reported to the main 
office.  Please contact our 
Lyons Mill main office at 443-
809-1719 with any questions. 

 
Replacement of 

Student ID Badges 
 

During the school day, as long 
as it is safe, student 
identification (ID) badges need 
to be worn visibly by lanyard or 
clip.  

If a student identification 
badge is lost or stolen, there is 
a replacement fee. Fees for 
replacement badges are $5.00 
per badge.  

Please submit $5.00 in cash in 
a sealed envelope clearly 
labeled with your child’s name 
addressed to Ms. Stacey Enty, 
Assistant Principal. The new 
badge will be printed and given 
to your child’s teacher.   
 

 

mailto:rsegall@bcps.org
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Counselor’s Corner 

Community Counseling Partnerships 
We have two partnerships, Main Street Health and GIFTS, LLC, who are community counseling 
agencies who work with students right here at Lyons Mill regardless of whether or not you have 
health insurance. If you ever have any comments, questions, or concerns regarding the resources 
that we have to offer both in and out of school, please feel free to contact us at (443)-809-1719 or 
by email.                                             Mr. Menikheim & Ms. Mongold  
                                                            (grades 1, 3, 5)   (grades K, 2, 4) 

Mr. Menikheim (bmenikheim@bcps.org) Ms. Mongold (tmongold@bcps.org) 

 
Kindergarten Registration for 2018-2019 

Early Kindergarten registration will be held on Friday, May 18, 2018.  You must live in the Lyons 
Mill school zone and your child’s birth date must fall between September 2, 2012 and September 
1, 2013. Please visit the Lyons Mill Elementary website http://lyonsmilles.bcps.org to complete 
the early registration form.  Once you complete the form, email it to svaughn@bcps.org  Ms. 
Vaughn will send an email to let you know that your early registration packet is ready for pick up.  
 

Pre Kindergarten Screening for 2018-2019 
Pre K is an early childhood program which provides learning experiences that address the 
cognitive, linguistic, social, emotional, and physical needs of young children.  All sessions operate 
for 2½ hours each weekday and follow the same schedule as the other grades.  Pre K is not 
mandatory!  The child’s birth date must fall between September 2, 2013 and September 1, 2014.  
Visit the Lyons Mill Elementary website http://lyonsmilles.bcps.org to complete the Pre K 
screening form, then email the form to svaughn@bcps.org to begin the process.   

 
HotSpots Updates 

April was the month for focus on Resilience. We had a lot of good 
conversations about how to apply this in our time at Hot Spots. There 
was a lot of talk about being resilient under the consideration of sports 
and academics. Our kids are ready to get out and be great community 
members using the motto try, try, and trying again!  
Hot Spots has been creating great new lessons based off of all the 

feedback we got from our Grade Level Educators. Get ready for information to come to you 
for another Classroom Connection viewing event to see those lessons in action! 
We are already looking forward to next year! You can ENROLL NOW for next year. 
Enrollment Packets are available at our Marketing Table in the lobby. You can also visit us 
during our Operating Hours to see our program in action and to complete your paperwork 
and ask any questions. 

Surprise Assembly for Mr. Penn 
Students shouted “Mr. Penn, Mr. Penn” as Mr. 
Penn walked around the corner to find 770 
students with a surprise presentation from 
every grade level. Everyone was so excited to 
celebrate that Lyons Mill Elementary has the 
2018 BCPS Teacher of the Year! Thank you to 
all of our students and staff members for 
keeping a secret! 

 

mailto:bmenikheim@bcps.org
mailto:tmongold@bcps.org
http://lyonsmilles.bcps.org/
mailto:svaughn@bcps.org
http://lyonsmilles.bcps.org/
mailto:svaughn@bcps.org
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Slime Club Updates 
Did you know that there are 500 million straws being used every 
day in the U.S.A.? At LMES, we want to teach our students to reduce 
the amount of single-use plastics such as straws. We should educate 
our children about helping to save our Earth. There are many ways 
to help this problem. At restaurants, you and your family can 
request the waiter or waitress to not bring straws with your drinks.  
We are also trying to eliminate breakfast trays at our school. 
Breakfast provided at our school is already individually packaged, 
so cardboard breakfast trays are given only if requested. Please 
share this with your child. This is a big issue and it’s up to US to 
help make a cleaner environment.   

 
Math 24 In-School Competition 

On Thursday, April 26th, Lyons Mill’s 3rd, 4th and 5th graders participated in the Lyons 
Mill 24 Tournament.  These students have been practicing their math skills all year in 
preparation for this event.  Mr. Broome, Mrs. Reider, and Mrs. Sanner would like to thank 
all of our students and families for participating in the event.  Congratulations to the 
following students for winning their grade level tournaments! 
 

 3rd Grade 4th Grade 5th Grade 

Gold Olivia J David A Ugochi U 

Silver DJ P BJ H Zohra A 

Bronze Max O Aamir E Amy S 

Bronze Oluwaseun O Noah L Hafsah S 
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Safe Racer Winners – Grade 3 Highlights  
Congratulations to 
Kai S., Londyn S., 
London M. and Korie 
T. for winning the 
Safe Racer Challenge. 
This winning team 
will represent Lyons 
Mill on Saturday, May 
19th at the Baltimore 
County Public Schools MakerFaire. 

 

Chess Team Update 
On Saturday, April 14th, five of 
Lyons Mill’s finest chess players 
participated in Baltimore 
County’s Elementary Chess 
Tournament at Cockeysville 
Middle School.  We are very 
proud of the effort and 
determination our students 
displayed at the tournament.  
Lyons Mill placed in 8th place out 
of 25 elementary schools in 
Baltimore County.  Congratulations to Isaac K, Amy S, Aarti S, Ethan 
S, and Donovan S for representing Lyons Mill and displaying their 
understanding of the game of chess at the highest level.   

Coach Broome and Coach Santangelo are 
proud to have worked with this group this 
year and we look forward to another 
successful year next year.  If your child 
will be a 4th or 5th grader next year, 
please consider having your child join our 
chess club.  Thanks to everyone for their 
support this year and again, 
congratulations to the 2017-2018 Lyons 
Mill Chess Club! 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 

 
New Wellness Policy 

for Schools 
 

Policy 5470: Wellness 
This new policy establishes 
standards for all foods and 
beverages such as those 
provided at classroom 
parties, school celebrations 
and as rewards and 
incentives. For example, all 
foods and beverages used 
in classroom celebrations 
will meet the same 
nutrition standards that 
are used for sale in the 
school meals program 
(competitive foods and 
beverages).  
Please use this link to learn 
more information 
http://www.bcps.org/syste
m/policies_rules/policies/
5000Series/POL5470.pdf 
 

 
 

No Birthday 
Celebrations 

 
Due to food allergies and 
the new wellness policy, 
students are not 
permitted to bring in 
snacks to share with other 
students. We thank you 
for your understanding 
that birthday celebrations 
are not allowed at school. 

 

http://www.bcps.org/system/policies_rules/policies/5000Series/POL5470.pdf
http://www.bcps.org/system/policies_rules/policies/5000Series/POL5470.pdf
http://www.bcps.org/system/policies_rules/policies/5000Series/POL5470.pdf
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PARCC Testing Schedule 
 

PARCC Testing 
Information 

On Wednesday, May 2nd our 
PARCC Testing Schedule 
began! All 3rd, 4th and 5th 
graders will be participating 
in this mandatory statewide 
testing. We appreciate your 
help in not scheduling 
appointments during this 
testing period. During this 
state mandated testing, 
visitation to Lyons Mill 
classrooms is restricted in 
order to ensure test security. 
Please make specific 
arrangements with your 
child’s teacher if a visit is 
necessary during the testing 
window.  

 
 

 
Test Taking Tips: Mathematics 

 As we gear up for standardized testing this May, your child(ren) may feel overwhelmed by 
testing. Try the following, to help your child be successful on the test! 

1) Get a good night’s sleep. Students who are tired don’t perform as well as students who have 

gotten a good night’s sleep.  

2) Tell your child to take a deep breath and not get overwhelmed by the test. Encourage your child 

to go through the test and answer all of the questions that he/she does know, and then go back 

to the questions he/she is not sure about.  

3) Encourage your child to persevere and not give up if some of the questions seem challenging. If 

students take their time and work through each question, there is a good chance that they will 

get the question right!  

4) Remind your child that math explanations do not have to be all words. Explanations can be as 

simple as showing the work to arrive at an answer.  

5) Tell your child to re-read each question carefully, so that he/she does not miss any key words 

that could help with solving the problem.  

6) Encourage your child to use the scrap paper provided. Even though the test is online, students 

still need to work out the problem and scrap paper is a great place to do it! 

 Going over these tips each and every day can ensure that your child(ren) will do their best!  
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Spring Talent Show 
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Scholastic Spring Book Fair 
The Spring Book Fair will be from May 21st  to the 25th.  Students will be shopping during the day, 
most classes will shop during their regularly scheduled library classes.  There have been a few changes 
due to scheduling issues.  Please see the attached schedule to see when your child will shop.  We are 
still in need of volunteers for each day and class.  If you are available to volunteer please email Sheila 
Beyer at sbeyer@bcps.org or Marley Max at mmax@bcps.org, or call the school at 443-809-1719.  Our 
Spring Family Fun Night is Tuesday, May 22nd from 5:00-6:30 p.m. Families will have the opportunity 
to shop the book fair and get prepared to watch the wonderful spring concert.  The concert will begin 
at 6:30 p.m. and run until 8:00 p.m. in the gym.  We look forward to seeing everyone there. 

 

SAVE THE DATE: Tuesday, May 22 
Art Show 4:00-6:00 p.m. 

Scholastic Book Fair Night 4:15-6:30 pm 
Spring Concert 6:30-8:00 pm 

Our Lyons Mill Elementary School Spring Concert is coming soon! The Spring Concert will 
feature the Dance Team, A Capella choir, Jazz/Pop Band, String Orchestra, Concert Band, 
and Fifth Grade Chorus.  Parents of fifth grade students and dance team members have 
received a more detailed concert letter in the beginning of May. Mark your calendar today 
and don't miss this musical extravaganza featuring our talented students! 

mailto:sbeyer@bcps.org
mailto:mmax@bcps.org
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